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Abstract

Metastases are the major cause of deaths in patients with breast cancer. Hematogenous spreading of tumor cells from the

primary tumor can he considerred as a cnicial step in the metastasis cascade leading eventually to the formation of clinical metastases. It is

hoped that biologic characterisbes of CTCs. such as protein or mRNA expression, will be used in risk assessment, tailoring of treatment and

monitoring of response foi patiems with breast cancer.
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